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 Baltimore, MD (March 31, 2005)--- The National Institute of Corrections, U.S. Department of 

Justice recently released Tools of the Trade: A Guide to Incorporating Science into Practice on 

their website at http://www.nicic.org/pubs/2004/020095.pdf.  Much of the manual refers to key 

components of the Maryland Division of Parole and Probation's  innovative approach to community 

supervision called “Proactive Community Supervision” (PCS) when promoting best practices in the 

field of community supervision.   

PCS is reducing crime by improving community supervision and offenders’ lives by fully 

restoring them as productive participants to the community.  “I recognize that reinventing supervision 

practices here in Maryland requires much more than genuine interest and heartfelt desire.  It means 

we have to work hard and commit to using science and research when planning for the community 

supervision's future," says Judith Sachwald, Director of DPP. 

Through a long-standing collaborative research-to-practice partnership, the Division has 

worked with Dr. Faye S. Taxman and the University of Maryland Bureau of Governmental Research to 

build science into the management and day-to-day activities of offender supervision.    “With over 4.5 

million adults under community supervision in the U.S., reinventing supervision to focus on changing 

offender behavior is paramount,” says the key author Dr. Faye S. Taxman. 

Statewide, Maryland’s 710 Parole and Probation agents supervise nearly 51,000 people on 

probation, parole and mandatory supervision in field offices from Oakland to Ocean City. DPP is 

implementing and fine-tuning the PCS approach to supervision in four areas around the State.  For 

more information, please visit www.dpscs.state.md.us. 
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